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Dear Joan, 
 
In accordance with the Written Agreement on Inter-Governmental Relations between the 
Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government, I am writing to inform you of the Scottish 
Government’s contribution to the Joint Ministerial Committee on Europe, JMC (E), which was 
held on Thursday 10 October 2019 in Edinburgh. 
 
Given the difficulty to find a suitable date to hold the meeting, and the subsequent short notice 
with which the UK Government confirmed an agenda, the Scottish Government was not in a 
position to provide these details to the committee prior to the JMC (E) meeting.  I am pleased 
however to inform the Committee of the priorities I raised at the meeting.  These included:  
 

 The UK Government’s policy to reduce its attendance at EU meetings;  

 UK priorities for the October European Council agenda;  

 UK Government’s engagement with the new EU Commission and;  

 The UK Government’s proposed Shared Prosperity Fund. 
 
In relation to the UK Government’s policy to reduce attendance at EU meetings, I highlighted 
that the UK Government’s approach is self-defeating in that it surrenders its ability to effectively 
influence EU business and damages the UK’s reputation among EU institutions and 
stakeholders.  I also shared my disappointment that the first the Scottish Government heard of 
this policy was a leak to the press, and the concerns we subsequently shared were not then 
taken into account.  This undermines the Memorandum of Understanding on devolution 
which the Scottish Government continues to adhere to in good faith.  
 
While Scottish Government officials and stakeholders have continued to attend EU 
meetings since 1 September, and have broadly been welcomed with sympathy and 
understanding by colleagues from across the EU, I highlighted that as observers we are 
unable to influence these meetings directly which impacts our ability to effectively represent 
Scotland’s interests.   I called on the UK Government to abandon this policy, particularly if 
the UK did not leave the EU on 31 October, which of course is now the case.  
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In relation to the UK’s priorities for the October European Council, I noted that we still lack 
clarity on the UK Government’s evolving position on whether to associate to the range of 
EU programmes in future of vital importance for Scotland such as Erasmus+ and Horizon 
Europe. On domestic alternatives to replace EU funding programmes, I requested sight of 
the UK Government’s work on value for money assessments of which the Scottish 
Government has had very limited access to date.  I also noted that it is illogical to proceed 
with plans for any domestic alternatives without first accurately assessing the benefits we 
receive from the current programmes, however should the UK Government do so, 
alternatives must be developed with the devolved administrations.  
 
On the threat of a US/EU dispute over trade, I expressed deep concerns regarding the US 
Government intention to impose up to £6.1 billion worth of tariffs on EU goods, which is 
worrying for Scotch whisky and other iconic Scottish products exported to the US.  I called 
on the UK Government to continue to support the EU in its efforts to reach a negotiated 
settlement with the US before tariffs are imposed, and to do all they can to protect Scottish 
exports. 
 
On climate change, I welcomed the long list of new and accelerated actions by hundreds of 
countries, cities and business leaders at the recent UN Climate Summit, noting that 
Scotland’s revised climate legislation is the most stringent in the world, establishing a target 
of net-zero green-house gas emissions by 2045 - five years ahead of the UK.   I also noted 
that the Scottish Government is delighted that the COP Summit will be held in Glasgow 
next year, emphasising that our leadership on climate action presented a strong platform 
from which delegates at COP can reach agreement.   
 
During a discussion on the UK’s engagement with the new EU Commission, I noted that the 
implications for the UK’s approach will only become clear once the Commission initiated its 
mandate and the outcome of the current Brexit phase was known.  
 
The final agenda was an oral update on the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (SPF), in which I 
articulated the Scottish Government’s position: Scotland must not lose out financially compared 
to the current level of funding it receives from the EU; the devolution settlement must be 
respected; we should be an equal partner in the development of the SPF; and that the current 
level of flexibility of allocation of funds should not be reduced.  
 
I stressed that the UK’s Government’s lack of information sharing on the design, value and 
management of the SPF, is impeding the Scottish Government and partners to undertake 
proper planning.  I also highlighted it was critical that any replacement scheme was operational 
by early 2021 so that Scottish organisations do not suffer difficulties as a result of funding gaps.  
I also asked the UK Government to share its draft consultation on the SPF planned during 
2018, which is now long overdue.  
 
The next European Council will take place on 12 and 13 December 2019, and I will write to you 
once a date and agenda has been confirmed for the next meeting of the JMC (E).  
 

Best wishes, 
 

                                                   
 

Ben Macpherson MSP 
Minister for Europe, Migration and International Development 

 


